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When four stars
meets backpackers,
entrepreneurship
comes to the fore

OLLABORATION 1= an art in

any relationship, particularly

in business, 50 when two es-

tablished tournsm entities in
Sowetn — Lebo's Sowetn Backpackers
and the Soweto Hotel on Freedom
Square — idenified the potennal 1o
expand thor serace offering wihile
entrenching Soweto’s positionming as a
uniquely South Alncan tourism dest
nation, a partnership was bom,

The partnership, with the suppon
of the Gauteng Tourism Authority, has
resulted in the extension of Lebo's
Sowetn Bicyele Tours, offered by
Lebo's Soweto Backpackers,  from
Orlando West and surrounding areas
in kliprown, home of The Soweto Hio-
tel on Freedom Square. The tours are
an innevative way of exploring Soweto
with expenenced local gudes who lead
tearists on g phyvsical and emotional
journey through one of SAS most
famous townships inan engaging. fun
Wiy,

Froum Last month the bicvele tours
started Trom the hotel, Sowetons first o
b wranted four stars.

"W are thrlled o be able to offer

BEANCHING OUT Thumbs up to the new partnership from Lebo Malepa.

our guests expeniences such as the
bicvele tours that extend bevond the
eat and sleep arena that s generally
synonymous with hotels,” says the
horel's GM. Lindiwe Sangweni-Siddo,
The uming of the launch coincided
with the 9st birthday of one of Sowe-
tos most celebrated former residents.,
former president Nelson Mandele, on
July 18, “Madiba is indelibly linked w
Soweto, and Kliptown in particular, as
this s the lirthplace of the 1955 Free-
dom Charter which is honoured by the
Walter Sisulu Sguare of Dedicanon
and the Khiptown Museum. both of

which are adjacent w the hotel,” says
Sangweni-Siddo, “In the spirit of the
camaraderie and the ideals of thar era.
we are  continually  committed o
developing and supporting local busi-
mess andd commumities.”

Since i ostarted in 2005, Lebo's
Svwetn Bicvele Tours has grown from
stremeth wo strength with help friom the
commumty  and increasing  nterna
niomal awareness,

Savs Loebo Malepa of Lebo's Soweto
Bockpackers: “This growing demand
Ias been key in extending these living
history tours e other pars of Soweto.

A pedal-powered partnership

FPEOPLE POWER: Hotel general manager Lindiwe Sangweni-Siddo sets out on a
tour of Freedom Square. Pictures MUSA BAPULING

We have also had long-standing asso-
ciations with vouth NGOs in the area
and rely on the support of the com-
munity. Being able w explore and
develop  new  opportumities  within
Soweto s core o our business model
anel ensures that we remann authentic
and truly South African.” All guides are
locally sourced and Lebo's Soweto
Backpackers and the bicvele tours are
certified by Fair Trade in Tourism 5A
Fisokuhle Mbatha, twurism devel-
opment manager at Gauteng Tourism
Authornty, savs; “As we gear up for the
Soccer World  Cup. the prowinec’s

tourism offerings will play a significant
role in maximising the length of visit
and how much tourists spend. Ensur-
ing that top quality tounsm attractions
are available and meet all our reguire-
mients 15 a key driver inoour Gaoteng
Toursm Development Strategy.”

T book a bicvele tour contact 'T'he
Soweto Hotel on Freedom Square on
(11 327 7300 or reservationsiisowe
tohotelenaa, visit www.sowetoho-
teleoa o comact Lebo's Sowetn
Bicvele  Towrs O 936 344 or
lebovipsowetobackpackers.com or visit
wwwsowetobackpackers.con




