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A peach of an idead

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM:

P | | te] 1 w e ol
he Peech Hotel in Johannesburg has

received Fair Trade in Tourism certi

FICation & e tion of its diverse

range of "green” mitiatives, They
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the use of susta le resources and a now a

demonstrably approach to staff

Process the hatel is PO g that sustainability

and stvle go hand-in-hand

The hotel, owned and run by James Pecch,

t Feard f { T
Nas iNcarporaled energy- and wWaler-5aving

imtiatives lor some yvears (solar heating and gres
water recycling), plus a range of other eco

y solutions such as waste processing and

g, and it now has passed a test af it
PolicIes towards si; Ii

Mot alone in its enthasiasm lor sustai

towrism = many South African hotels embrace
the principles and ar woirip this wino
T 3EATE || 1% and are seemg e Cost-s8vVings

el L o !!n':::-..‘||§.-‘..ul: 0l COTTEfrad
fiuorescent il.:li"\. heat pumps, solar water

cdling svsicims and oLNer energy management

O ABOVE: With an aore of gardens in the centre
al Sandion, The Peach Holel incorparates green

building principles that include water and energy

sl

conservation and washe ma

by supports

and in Africa, As a result, it i one of threo
packaged holidays marketed in Switzerland
i | T K -

and Germany ta be aceredited by Fair Trade in
lourism SA

The launch of its Fair Trade “model room
in March saw the introduction of Fair Trade

ples. chocolate e tton bedding
APEHES, CROCORLeS, colTed, COLLon DA imig

flowers, rooibos tea, sugar and wine. The

USEFUL WEBSITES:

wwwfoirrodesa.org.zo
wewrw fairlourismsa .org.za
www thepeech.co.zo
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a0 : www hotelandrestaurant.co.za
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locally-sourced 500

5 organic as possible 99

idea was to undertine to hoteliers what is

available for an industry that strives to adopt

the worldwide trend to "G trade”. Some of

these products were adopted into the hotel’s

. 3 3 I. I ¥ I hiar- + bavd '
TRl rations amimediately and others are being
researchied inoa palon study

s Peech savs he likes working with

-:.‘IE'.II'.I"-.'.'.IIl!Iw that !.:l.'llli'..'u'h foallerw [ CR )]
principles and ensure their aceredited
establishiments do too, He is aware of many
hiotels that have a similar approach but feels
there 15 todo |:|.|-.|.':'_:-= en washing™ in the
hospitality industry,

Be that as it

may, Il s I"'II'.I'-I":I Liw E'Il\.' 0

out as a genuine leader insustainable tourism

mice to have someone o advise vou, W

don't do this pust for the sien over the door,
wie lve 10 Asan mdustey, we need o do more

than bits and bobs and tinkering, [t also gives

amount of confidence when

¥ CeTLam

T he adds

[he Vo-room hotel, which offers free WiF, is
comnsidored an oasis in the Sandton, Rosebank
and Molrose Arch regun It has won varioas
awards since it opened i N The bistro and
i ||.1||'.|l.|.'_:|1' har are headed by chel € e lar dim
and wine buyer Robert Chifunyise

II' el I AHMS Dor LS Ill. AV - sOLRCed

suppliers and mgredients that are as organic as

possible. Herbs come from the kitchen g
outside Room 15, coffee iz certihed Far Trade
and 1% organic, and the lamb and beet on the
meen are [rom D009 pasture-fed meat

Putting emphasis on lavour and simplicity

Jardim regularly changes his menu. He says
“I've tried to ereate a menu that reflects

what The Peech 1s all abowt I‘-II:|;I|-. i

ack and chic with an unders ed touch of

sophistication. The bistro is open for breakfast,

1 1 |
lunch and dinner to non-residents

The hatel has a boardroom for Lp biv 20

digauurbina

O TOP: Taryn -['::lrrlpr'_)ul'.' (lefr). .-rn;lr‘:c'h;ng and
promotions assisfant of Fairfrode Llabel Seuth Alrica,
James Peech, owner of The Peech Hotel: and Jennifer
Seif, expculive diregior :5F Fair Trade wn Tourism South
Alrica; together fo focilitate the growih of the Fair
Trescles mawvernert i the hatel |:||rJ'||-..|r.;'-

O ABOVE: (Lefi o right) Apples. jewellery, Siellar
".}fr_rrrrl.:rs wianes and roorbos lea are armong e
Fair Trade products that are available for vse by

hateliers in South Africo

5, a swimming pool, an acre o

acoess o the Planet Fitness Wanderers gvm,

a library and guest computer, and back
Benerator and water system

Mg a Fair Trade in Tourism SA cortified

'.'II11-|!ll.'Il'.. The Peech is committied te '::||-|:'
bettomline sustaimalnlity. [t operates ina

SAb |.|||:\.. economically and environmaoentally
responsible manner. This includes fair wages

andd '.I.-l:k:l:!: conditions, fair distribution of

benehts, ethical business prac Lices, anad respect
for human rights, culture and the environment
[Meech AV @ives iTTi1] greater anlidence as
i operator to kiow that stafl are fairly treated
el the property is |I|||||:_' |,".'|,'|'.;I||||'|:_l_ 1l can o

embirace green T .||:Ir'i;.'l ArIThE I|5-|1'\

I“'\l!:.u \II"-I':. I I I."\ l'n :|i.|.||-| |||I!'. Than:

wavs: " The Peech Hotel mixes toget ey
sustaipability, coeativity and city liv ing o give

guests a contemporary and environmoentally

friendly experience that ultimately benefits
staff, local businesses and the local community
It proves that :-:':-.|:-:JI'|.-I| le tourisn and
sustainability inoan urban environment is

attainable and

relativel

lier S, executive director of Fair [I.l-:|4'

in Taurism South Alrica, savs the Fair Trade

wl 15 looking to gain traction locally, There

are plans to develop a Fair Trade supply chain
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Wi, she notes, W
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